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The organizer

The Eastern Mediterranean University is a public university in Northern Cyprus. It was
established in 1979. In 1986, it was converted to a state university.
With its highly developed infrastructure, prominent academic staff members, 16,000 students
from 110 and 1,100 academics from 35 different countries, EMU has been offering quality
education through 107 undergraduate and school programs and 103 postgraduate and
doctoral degree programs provided by 12 faculties, 4 schools and Foreign Languages and
English Preparatory School.

Call for Papers/Practical Workshops
The COVID-19 Pandemic has emphasized the travel and tourism industry’s economic importance and connectivity with other
businesses globally. Border closures, lockdowns, and social isolation have touched every economy segment, from tiny trip
operators to international hotel chains, airlines, and tourism and hospitality higher education. While the crisis’s terrible
consequences are incalculable, there have been some unintended consequences that can be harnessed for future
constructive change.
While the pandemic highlighted tourism’s global economic importance, as well as its value for health and well-being, the
concurrent impact on supply and demand demonstrated tourism’s susceptibility. Lockdowns kept people at home, costing
millions of jobs and jeopardizing the tourist supply chain.
As a result, we may witness a new era of prudent consumption and provision. If valid, how will this affect the post-COVID19 tourism higher education industry? While technology has traditionally been a critical enabler of travel and tourism, its
importance was magnified during the epidemic, enabling participation in (virtual) travel and leisure activities. Simultaneously,
corporations, government, and education rapidly adopted virtual technologies to remain operational, compressing years of
change into a few months and demonstrating the possibility of doing things differently. Although technical progress and
learning cannot be reversed, there are worries about the digital divide and the impact of technology on tourist education
delivery, cultural exchange, and social engagement through tourism.

What is our responsibility as tourism educators and researchers?

How can we improve the student experience through a more technology-enabled hybrid approach to tourist education?
Given changes in consumption and provision, how far should the structure of tourism programs in higher and further education be
reconsidered?
How can we foster critical thinking in graduates while simultaneously adhering to government policy regarding the connection of
higher education to careers and training?
How can we foster a collaborative and relevant approach between school and industry that assists graduates in preparing for and
developing professional networks in a post-COVID-19 tourist industry – one in which work and tourism have merged
How do national approaches compare?
These are the types of questions that will be addressed at our AEHT High Education Group Annual Conference 2022,

REBUILDING TOURISM AND HOSPITALITY EDUCATION with RESEARCH & TECHNOLOGY with these topics:
_Use of Technology in VET and Higher Education
_Future of Online Education (VET and Higher)
_Approaches to Sustainable Tourism through education (classroom and school practices)
_Sustainable Tourism projects

Program
• Wednesday 25 May: Arrivals all day. You will be met at the airports (Ercan, Larnaca).
• Thursday 26 May: Day One
09.30 - 10:00 Opening Ceremony at EMU Senate Room
10.00 - 11:20 Keynote Speech 1 --- “New Trends in Sustainability”
11.30 – 12.50 Keynote Speech 2 --- “Use of Technology in Post-Covid Tourism in the Industry and Higher
Education”
13.00 – 14.20 Lunch at Tower Restaurant in the Campus
14.30 – 16.30 Presentations of Best Practices by the AEHT Members (
16:30 – 16:45 Coffee/Tea Break
17.00 – 18.30 Round Table Discussion --- Solutions for Improving Vocational Education in Tourism, Hospitality,
and Gastronomy
18:30 – 19:30 Walking tour along the Famagusta
20:00 Dinner at a local restaurant in Famagusta

Programme

See You in
Famagusta!
paulo.vaz@aeht.org

